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halarsl olers an array of
¢lephant interaction
opparfanibies B visilars
trekking thaodigh Ehe riveds, &
display of aristic painting
ks and s csvus themind
shows. Bui, afier much
pmararch, Pher decissom was msde agasned any ol
the afofvmemnbtonsd  prosentations. [ had read
one ko many siorkes abouwl the horrific
traiming chaigeies of Pheser progious animals
i arder foar ibem o be these soris of ourist
anractions. They are syplcally torm from thaelr
eniathsrs as labses argl then =it Ehsough a
traditbonal Mhajpan. also known as a crushe 1§
be a trafming lechilgud where they ame
confined in 3 very small pen and abused with
bl haookis wrdil tbeir spirit is crushed and

thiry Feoormae sbmmissdve. Mok B nay thead theeme
are mot ethical compandes out there, but T did
ricd wank bo kake the chamew of pinkncradngly
suppoiting this type of behavior Instead, |
would be sponding an entire day bathing
femdang  amd  peting educated at g higghly
recognized elephant rescus oemier | Eaving a
manre pnkiEmale |"|.|"h'ri-'r||.|l I.'I'.'|'|h||'i|: l|'[|1'|'|l.|||'|
sonndid liloe much more of a memorsble
EnpETlEra L '\-|:I1="|'.- MG O arywiay

| chose 10 have my one-day elephant
imeraction @t The Fephani MNatore Pasle
wihdch §s an elephard resoge anad rehabiBifagion
camp where visitors not only get an elic
ecducation, buf ane alws able i spend tlee
I|'||l-||1||l;| ang] Balling Phese majesti croalamns

It waz an sasy chaloe

The Flephant Matire Park was starsed in 159096
by lek , an impresive woman whose [iie
muisshon ix b oneabe o naferal envirommend for
thiser rescuicd amirale o lve Her bond is
dovg; oner the years she has bem a midwile,
mother, saviour, friend, protector and
proevader. She has also iravelbod far ||.~r|!;II'n. 51
megodiate fors with loggers and  brekking
companies in ofder o have the injured
wlephants join the safety of her herd. 1er love

and respect bs evicdent. And B ks
inspiring.
Thee enbssiom nr'|l'rp.1.ri [EYTER B

a sanctuary for emdangensd
speches, 10 educale visiors,

| immediately

handhal of the animals wene tied up outdoors,
with a short chsin anound their g walting for
thasir et fomir. They were ocoupying their tme
with a semall pile of hay that Ly in fromt o
thesmm. | wonadered how many Bours a day thad
they had o be spent tefhered  there. The
|I-n..||.g_l.-u prasscdl as wa hit thee el of the bong
dirt road where the ficlds apened ap wiith
imdless strvtches of greon, lush molling hills
angl there was the gorgeous sight of dlies
roamning Frowe, Wi husd arrived,
And | immediately knew tha
this. wasnt golng o be any
ondinary day

Wi were asshgned one of the

provide rain forest retoration knew that passborate guides and starbed
and eulural pressrvathon. The _ T our morring & the park with
training stybe is bo reward the this wasn 1 an informative tour of the

wlephants for pood  behavior,
ol painish them for bad. This
is the reason the mabouis
pt-heplu:n.l carciakers) always
have & bushel of bananas with
Vs, liltp'h.m-h wedll ey @l e
arything for a banana.

The mescise bs loeabed abwnst an bowr Dnom ke
Chiang Mai city cerder. where | was staying.
ard l.hpp.ulg provides froe transpaortstion with
wulr entrance bee. Thoy picked as up
punctisally ai owr bobel in o comiortable air-
conditioned vare On the shoe? Flde ooed we
passied several trekking companies that were
offering one of the most comenon  Thailand
attractions, clephant ddes. | noticed that a

going to be
any ordinary
day.

u'.l.p.m.ldw grounds and an
imteoduction to §is animal
resisdenis. They wene an ocloctic
bumchy some cdd, some young,
some Blinudl, some Bnjurs] from
working kn the illagal liggsing
indusiry. soene abuased and

s rescued from the aimas. Al beautiful
DOt ol iy Eirvoilis o Tha heed wos Dischy, &
gz pit] wehis weas blind in Dotk eyes and had
b rescuacs] froemn @ cirous shows Shae busd Bevn
1w mtar i thit "I.l.nfh._-,' s i:lr:l'nlr:!.- Wtk
cven after she wis binded by several years
preriormning under the spotlighl. Theme wery o
mete shanw-sbopping tricks for her o perform
hare; Bae days s Billed] witlh lonss, oomn-

A SLEEPING BAG MADE FOR TROPICAL CONDITIONS
THAT PACKS SMALLER THAMN A COCONUT |

passion and a couple hundred
potends of pineapples

I wears alsin hard ot B0 ged emotional
as Mlalsd Torg lmped by, a medium
slrpd elophart wha was vietim 1o a
larsdmime which left one leg shorter
and disfigured, Unloriunately, thas
lafe wis gjusils fommanem in [15] ||]-.I;,'IJ|
logging Industry and Malal was one
ol Fhae Do kieer v wiho sypimviivood Ehas
explosion Iih:lu;.‘.h e Wik il
proafuctive in the ligiazingg Enaliasery
alter the Injwry, bier mahout fowand
her disfiguremsont i be valushle a1
stroed. begginge. which i illegal in
Ihaiksnd, Mol bong slter, Lok rescued
harr 1'"=||-Llllrl B Bee e saliety ol Ehas
park. Dven thoagh she was not in
padn army Jomger. every sep sha jook

lowskrad Bk am estremes efiom

There weme = Ay by haart-
bevaking stories of animal onoelty
hat thoss slsplunts coald b=l But @
was alsn Peammwarming o s them
i a bedter place with people who
now caded about their wellbeing

Pemipite 1he  maime, the Flephing
Mearuwre Park does not lomdl bs
resigdends gibsd o Eharse  Erdssiae,
endearing creatum=s. I is alsy hasme
I oneer JIN dhogis ERal were sEher
rescued fromn catastrophic looding
im Hangkok, bocal villages or the dog
meal frade .'|.r|'|.|r-'nti'\..'_ 1.k s
compassion has no boundaries. You
will sog the pugps all aver ihe
propenty, loungieg on woodin chabrs
im thae min, Barking af strangoms. and
maming |n the fedds. Mamy just
wardiad a liiibe love, swhich most of
thee visd b e happy o glve

T R R —I——— R R R R ——— ——

Thoagh, some wene mol quite s find imlo thetr mosiths. The prociss capabsliy enote Abhan erwragh Bor me 1 guickly Brough

fendly, which the ned ribbons on | ol thetr tunks was Impressive  somstimes my usnifinkshad plabe fo the disbuashing stand,

their collar indicabed, Faber way . i ven e s than mevseld with @ lock. Thengh e wanbing 1o miss any part of the cleansing

wach was lucky 1o have a safe new t was heari- | thelr appetites seemed endless, the barrel of event. | happily saw m b beftorvers being

hioeme= wilh e reim ol Uhe JI1I|.'\I||' WOrming 1 frusit was el aed wihor Bhee Puacket was ety ke & bin shd then betng hd o fhe

frosiids - i theey rebreabed back ino he espanse Delds ramdom rearby doge Sothing goss 0 wasie
I o s8e Them :' dnr scomee relasagion Fun

Mdser the forty-fhve minuie boar I8

a .
W I|.~|nJ.-||i;| Hitw ars] swirvoew 10 IO DETeEr The amimals wisre noi ihe only omes whe Lhir prowp svalkedd slongsdle sur ey our

ke herd was hungry Large buckets i) drienida, down 1o (he shillliw’ irsiaky

raseclind o el Bunach, s i wee, sl har nescia

ploce with
ol watermelon, bananas and i i

penber had provided J seemangly  emidless waler Vye were sach given crmpay pdasiso pails

["Il'l-.'u'||'l:'l||"l- were ready o be Emidfet with & Livw of chafing disbes thal wyne arwl o peede of bask (a8 was weed b aofoliale

people wino

devouned, and the en of us noowr filbed with bosth Asian and American culsine. li thelr mough skim. We all. induding the

A rIre |
REDRIRY Wl AN« hﬂl;{r i thee feveding MW CONe 1

Chme ploce of fnait ai 3 lime, we fod

wak quife o selcbion, everyeheng from a ephants, st i the ks i v as onee

ol s DIl Tal=T traditional Thad Papava Salad 1o Ameriian porwn actubbed the massive sorfsee of the
the elephunts, putting, their mourish-
meerit af B ond of hear runk as iy

grabbs=] il s skillally skl the

syl fmwmch (s, | pul a |itider i fTvihing on Hephard and (b aother Anss] by Eheowing

= | =k
WwWEIDEINL. my adishy | Bk varety, After overdoading oir buickets of water. All the while, the vllies wen

plates. our group sat ol one of the several being emiertaned by o busketnel of bamanss

pignie lables, pined by dogens of ather
volundoers. Somee o them oweee hore just foe
th one-day  educalional expartiende like as
and others for the work long  volunieer
progcramy thal respilsed  Rleeen '.lem_g thee
night in caling on the premises Thedr
experienoe definkiely roquired more [riemsdve
wark Eke preparing the fraik cleaning the
peop in ihe pens and ouiing  down com
wlalks W all dhalixd ;..nndqrml:.: ksl o
favorkle Thalland isperiences 2o far, agredng
that (his ot would bo amongst the mist
memorable. even ibough we were anfy hali g
way Hhromigh Bhee day. 1 was cerlain that dding
ina mk ke touring 4 temple of enling

rrickets st combd nat CUETI AT,

Ms we waene fimdshing thee Rast of the alumimim
contatmer of Toench (tes, there was an
dicatlon that the Bathing of the -tirplullu
win ahout b0 commendce 4 herd o diny anes
passd I heasling toward the rhver. Thae TH
bawcks amd hesds were covered with & thin 58
e o self-applisgd misd. 8 sun-bleck and |8
imsect conard technbipee. This slight hint was 38

iy - 4



Though, at some point, (e
rlrphnnh. did have g
pamticipate in the cleansing
Thary aligd s by suibmerging
their irunks in dhe river
sacking In water angd then
spraving themsshves. It was
an entertalning '\-I"'l.'li'lJll'Jl".
better than any dinous show |
had evier s

M we bathed a hall dowen ol
the larger l'!u|-|l-|=l11*. tha
mdhouls ok dome of (b
amaller juveniles o 3 chear
space in the river and
supervised as they mmp]-.-h.'-l'r'
iLl]ll:urrp!l hemselins uruder
water. This bathing tochnbque
s Bo bee as mach fun as
practical We walched, mis
mweridesl, as they playially
rivlbed arcarad in the river,

Alter aboud an o, sveryone
wias squeaky clean, ana it was
lemmar Jor e o leegling,
Apparently. these genile
glacls pever gt Full, Again
wet want hack o the feeding
abatiom, bk (evaie oo ihe ull
baskets and fed wnbl thene
wias rothing bef. At that point,
thw elephants turmesd trom e
platform and peacefully
sbollind hack inby the laeldds
undoubiedly knowing that
the process womildd skart all
oy agaln bormsrro
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Annette White

Trying o find my passion was
the best thing | ever did,

It made me realine that my passion s having
new eoperienoes, [raveling the world, wating
J.-||.|.'\-|rr|I||n.||.|.\]:|. sl »;I'Hl.'l..l.ui;' Hems ol oy
buchord st abong the way 1 am obeessed wiith
Iy just aboud arvihing thal | ke never
ione before and i has led e o same amaring
(& not s amaring, bul memorable)

TR

I bhave oaden Lembs brain, r.|F-rw||n|| et e
iopths of a cavern, fed a stingray, rip
lisd Sherenghy Rhae Costa Rican rain omest, sealisd
the 4kl stadrs of Florenoe's Duomo and even
ok iy B pudlisd by @ monkey B Honsdsiras, |
kind of liked that. | have also tried 1o ourl Bke
= (lvmpisn, wend hunting for ghosts in
Cooldfiedd arad few through the sy on a
trapiere. . andorfunabely, withoul the greatest of

wasa i can alss sy Ehap 1gxp o my head bna

Haolliwosiad mricricle (dont bet jealosis] and |
onoe, pul on omy big gl paniies o give
Il

When | am noi planming my next
mdveniure, chowing-down at & mew
restanrant. writing for my 2+ readers or
Erving B lum oy baxdy e s peetoel
through voga, | am oreabing dediciows. [oad
at myv Michelin recommendad  lialian
festarant. Seps Trattona. There [ owear
marry hats; 1 am a ched, marketing exeoutive,
acETrinLaril |'u:'|-||.rr\.|l r-\.:l.'.hl'\hlp':-.l'_ o
cooke. and, sometimis, dishwasher (mot my
|'|.:|'1-| daw)

I kmow iy naewe achvendures will neser be
ever and | look lorward (o ihe unkoown
that ix walting. 11 is my hope i Inspiee my
feaders, vl are B, righd? hloml.,
sep oull of thelr box woday and take a baby
sl di Eharix goals

Thanks jor siopping by, §do hope von stay a
bl e i e femizrnry,

If you need more information, want
io share ideas or just wanl bo slay in
touch:

mslistologist.com

Follow me on Twitter:
@BucketListjrny

Join the Community:
facebook.com/
BucketList]ourney




